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HOMELESSNESS 
Statement 

HON PIERRE YANG (South Metropolitan) [5.20 pm]: As soon as we conclude tonight, I will leave here and 
go to the Western Australian Cricket Association to participate in the CEO Sleepout. The issue of homelessness is 
near and dear to my heart. We are a lucky country but, on any given night, 105 000 fellow Australians are sleeping 
rough. As I said in my first speech, this is a human tragedy. With the current state of Western Australia’s economy, 
the issue will get worse. Over the last 24 hours, we have had heavy rain—in fact, 59 millimetres. This has not 
brought any good news for our farming community that is desperate for rain as it fell in the Perth metropolitan 
area. I hope some rain will come and help our farming communities and farmers. At the same time, it means the 
situation for our homeless people in this state will get a little bit tougher. It is winter; it is cold; and with the rain, 
it is wet and very difficult for them. 
At the beginning of my Army reserve training, I had a few sleepless nights in my saturated sleeping bag. I learnt 
firsthand what discomfort is from being wet, cold and miserable. I learnt my lesson very quickly. I learnt from my 
mistake the hard way and I moved on—I got a waterproof bivvy to limit my exposure to rain as much as I could 
during Army training. However, at the end of each training weekend, I knew that I would be going home to my 
family and having a hot meal in my dry clothes. I expected that at the end of every training weekend. However, 
the homeless who experience the rain cannot expect these things. In fact, if they got wet last night, they will stay 
wet and cold. Thinking about the dark and stormy weather outside as we speak highlights for me how concerning 
it is that people are sleeping rough in the South Metropolitan Region and in the wider community in this state. 
They are forced to sleep rough night after night. An Australian Bureau of Statistics review states that 60 per cent 
of people who experience homelessness are under the age of 35 years old; 40 per cent of them are women; and, 
most concerning of all, 13 per cent are under the age of 12. As a parent, that really concerns and saddens me. 
Furthermore, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, people with disability and people in the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transsexual, intersex community are over-represented in the homelessness statistics. 
In talking about this issue, it is important to explore reasons for homelessness. Domestic and family violence is 
the single largest contributor. Mental health also plays a big part. Last week, I met two homeless people and we 
had a conversation. One had a very unfortunate childhood. He and his parents were involved in a car accident and, 
unfortunately, his parents passed away.  
He became a child of the state and later, when he was a teenager, became homeless and has stayed homeless since 
then. The other gentleman was visibly affected and suffered from mental health issues. Meeting and having 
conversations with homeless people has given me a different perspective on this issue. They are real people in 
tough situations. 
I would like to thank those people who have supported me in fundraising for the homeless, many of whom are 
from this house and the other place. Together we have raised over $6 000. I certainly hope that with that small 
amount we can help this issue a little bit more and make their tough situation a little bit better. More can be done 
and more has to be done. I would like to thank again honourable members of this Parliament who have supported 
me in this issue. Thank you. 
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